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Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus 

Christ, our mission is 

to make Christian  

Disciples:  

 by using our spiritual 

 gifts; by practicing 

 the means of grace; 

 and by living our 

 faith. 

              
  

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY at HUMC 
 

January 15, Special Church Conference  

                (page 3 ) 
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       If you were not a part of our first COVENANT  

       Bible Study you missed a marvelous time. But take  

    heart, all is not lost. We are getting ready to kick off the second eight week  

    study.  
 

         In the fall we looked at how the covenant community is created, now            

    we will explore how we live out the covenant in faithful love. This video-       

    based course draws on the insights of biblical scholars as well as our own  

    experiences.  
 

         The cost for the workbook for this eight week session is $20. As always,  

    We offer two opportunities to fit your schedule. Classes will begin on   

    Wednesday, January 21, 7 PM, or Thursday, January 22, at 2 PM.  

         See Rev. Dave for more information. To be sure that we have enough study 

books on hand, please sign-up in Fellowship Hall or contact the church office. 

              
  

 

 

 

 

Worship with us 

Sundays at 10 AM 
 

Sunday School at 10:15 
 

All are Welcome!! 
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 Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 

the only bathrooms available are down the long 

back staircase. It also means that there is no   

direct, inside access between the sanctuary and 

the nursery. For that reason we will worship in 

the Fellowship Hall for the duration of the pro-

ject (which is scheduled to conclude at the end  

of July). That means we wonôt have our nice 

stained glass to look at each week, and we will 

take on more work (setting up and taking down 

chairs each week), but the end result will be 

worth it. 

On Thursday, January 15, we will have a 

special Church Conference to receive and vote 

on the recommendation of the Elevator Task-

force as to which contractor should be awarded 

the project. This will tell us exactly how much 

the project will cost, when it will begin, and most 

importantly, when it will finish. We will also 

authorize the Trustees to take out a construction 

loan to finance the project (the note gets paid 

back by our pledges as they come in). 

As I said, it is a very exciting time because it 

is not just hoping and dreaming, but because it is 

becoming a reality. And you can help in a num-

ber of ways. First, pray. We need prayer, lots of 

prayer. Please pray for the workers that they 

might work diligently and safely. Pray for the 

Sunday School teachers, the choir, the Worship 

Committee, the set-up and take-down volunteers, 

and everyone who will be working so hard to 

make worship happen while construction takes 

place. Pray for those reviewing our grant applica-

tions to do so with generous hearts. And most 

importantly pray for those who will benefit from 

this project, that God might use this project to 

touch them with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

       Second, you can help us with the set up. 

Every Saturday, for the duration of the project, 

we will need a crew of people to set up the Fel-

lowship Hall for Sunday worship. That means 

setting up chairs, the altar area, the choir loft, 

See thoughtsðPage 3.  

         Itôs January again; time 

for looking forward to a new 

year. Time to make big plans 

and all of those wonderful 

resolutions that sound so 

good when we make 

them, and sound so  

impossible when we 

break them. Long 

ago I decided that I 

am not a New Yearôs 

Resolution kind of 

guyðthey just donôt work for með

but this year is different. This year I have resolved, 

along with this church, to never again have to face  

another parishioner whose heart is breaking because 

they cannot climb the steps to worship in our        

beautiful sanctuary. This year I have resolved,      

along with this church, to never again turn a child 

away from our amazing pre-school program. This  

year I have resolved, along with this church, to make 

worship and fellowship accessible to everyone. This 

year I have resolved (or at least reluctantly accepted) 

that God will work in our hearts to such an extent that 

before the year is over He will throw me out of an air-

plane (I hope he remembers the parachute!) 

Yes, this is the year for New Yearôs resolutions, 

because this is the year that the elevator and the   

handicapped accessible bathrooms, and the handi-

capped parking become a reality. By the time you  

read this we will have already begun by doing         

asbestos abatement in the Library and on the third 

floor. It is an exciting time and it will impact all of    

us not just when it is finished, but during the          

construction process as well. Let me explain some     

of what is happening and is going to happen so that 

you will know what to expect. 

In order to do the asbestos abatement, and 

throughout the construction process, we will not be 

able to navigate through the library. That means that 

the only access to the sanctuary is from the street, and  
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SPECIAL CHURCH CONFERENCE 

January 15, 2015, 7 PM 
 

 

The time has finally arrived! It is time to select the winning bid 

for building our elevator and to authorize the taking out of a 

construction loan to make it all possible. In order to accomplish 

this we will hold a special Church Conference to hear and vote 

on the recommendations of the Elevator Task Force. As before, 

the Rev. Gary Richards from New Hope Covenant UMC in East 

Hartford will be here to preside over the conference. All     

members of the church are invited and encouraged to attend so 

that you are a part of this amazing project. Non-church members 

are also invited to attend to ask questions and to learn, but will be unable to vote. Please mark your calendars 

and plan to attend as Hazardville UMC continues to Rise to the Challenge of making worship and fellowship 

accessible to all. 

SPECIAL CHURCH  

CONFERENCE 

 

and positioning all sorts of odds and ends. A crew of 4 should be able to do it all in under an hour. There 

will be a sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall. If you are able, please add your name to the list. 

     Third, open yourself to the experience of worshipping in the Fellowship Hall. It will be different; 

very different. Think of it as an adventure. True, we wonôt be able to do some of the things there that we 

can do in the sanctuary, but who knows, we may find new ways to worship that we never would have 

tried if we were not in the Fellowship Hall. Each week just may become a new adventure. Letôs have 

some fun.  

     Finally, keep the Taskforce, the architect, and me in your prayers. This is going to be an exciting 

time and a joyous time, but it will also be a stress-filled time as we try to make everything work. Bear 

with us as we try to do our best. With Godôs help, 2015 will be one of the most amazing years in the 

long and storied history of the Hazardville United Methodist Church. 
 

       God bless, and Happy New Year! 
 

                  Dave  

Thoughtsñcontinued 

 

Scout Sunday 

January 25, 2015 
 

Join us on Sunday, January 25, as we celebrate 77 years of scouting here at Hazardville 

United Methodist Church. As is our custom, this service will be focused on honoring the 

dedication and commitment of the men and boys who make this great program possible. 

This year we will look at how the famous Boy Scout Motto of ñDo a Good Turn Dailyò 

has significant parallels in the teachings of Jesus.   
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The next meeting of the United Methodist Women will be February 2015. 

Communion Offeringñ Holly Fisher 
 

The  communion offering for January will go to the BackPack program sponsored 

by the Sodexo Company of Springfield, MA.  This initiative is part of a national  

program which has been helping children get the nutritious and easy-to-prepare 

food they need so they have enough to eat on the weekends. Counselors in 

the Springfield School system identify students from families below the 

poverty level.  Sodexo offers breakfast and lunch for these students.  

They fill the backpacks with food 

needed for the weekend.  The packs are distributed to them on Friday and 

returned empty on Monday.    

 The Outreach Committee encourages members of the HUMC    

community to identify projects in the community that will benefit from 

our support.  Kathie Kelley is the regional dietician for Sodexo, a        

company that manages all of the food services for the Springfield, MA 

public school.  

 Please be generous.  With your help, we can provide more food to 

more children in need. 

 As part of the Discipleship of the United Methodist 

Church the counting and recording of the weekly collections 

shall be ñtwo persons not of the immediate family residing in 

the same household.ò   We are lucky at HUMC to have six 

teams of volunteers.  Along with Len Chevalier/Don Sim, 

Tony Clarke/John Fisher, Deb Cook/Holly Fisher, Elaine 

Folkers/ Isobel Skukowski, we are pleased to announce the 

addition of teams Ernie Jensen/Diane Joseph, and Kathy 

Kelley/Geri Russell.  All of us at HUMC are grateful to these 

dedicated and hard workers who stay after coffee hour on 

Sunday to record the monies that have been collected.   

Special thanks should also be given to Russ Cook and Linda 

Borio who have retired their pencils and calculators after 20+ years of dedicated service as counters.   
 

Please note that the work of the counters can be made easier if you would write your envelope number on 

your check and donôt seal the envelope.   
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               Nursing Home Outreach Opportunities 
 

        

          Our next opportunity to be in mission to local nursing homes takes place on  

               Tuesday, January 27,, at 11AM Evergreen Nursing and Rehabilitation  

    Facility. As always, the worship service will last  approximately one half hour 

         and includes old favorite hymns, prayers, scripture, a very brief message, 

           and the sacrament  of Holy Communion. We are always in need of folks to 

           assist in the singing  and to just generally greet the residents who come to 

           the service. 

     Itôs fun. Itôs easy. And it really does make a difference.  

       Hope to see you there. 

 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday, 

February 1, 2015   
 

W e will be participating in Souper Bowl Sunday on February 1.  The youth of our church will be 

hosting a Souper Bowl lunch following the service. All are welcome - the admission is a can of 

soup. In addition, there will be a freewill offering. Food and monies collected will go to Enfield Food 

Shelf and Enfield Loaves and Fishes.  

 Through this mission, young people learn what it's like to make a difference in the world as they 

collect food and raise money to help the hungry. Be part of this nationwide movement that is sharing 

Godᾷs love with those in need. Attend the luncheon to experience a sense of community and give  

generously.   (Also, the food is always great!) 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS1QdB1PQSEAM1CjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11vjlsjth/EXP=1327359184/**http%3a/www.marysvillefwbchurch.org/%3fp=821
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Busy 

Months  

 

 

few months. Conference time also provides parents 

time for asking specific questions of their childôs 

teacher. Conferences will continue into February for 

our three-year-old classes. With the number of chil-

dren we have, it does take some time to accomplish 

this with each family. 
 

We are also waiting for our visit from NAEYC. This 

visit can come at any time. We have been told our as-

sessor could arrive anytime between now and March 

31, 2015.  We are hoping for a mid-February visit!  

This way children have time to settle in after the 

Christmas holidays. Weôll keep you posted. 
 

As always we continue to ask for your support and 

your prayers. We wish each of you good health and 

happiness in the New Year.   

 
                          Until Next Time. . . .  

 

Here Wee Grow!ñ Phyllis Phelan 

The HWG students and their families filled the month of 

December with parties and concerts, which were enjoyed 

by all.  Some of our families were traveling out of state 

for the holidays to visit other family members. Others 

were staying close to home and enjoying being at home 

with family members. We all agreed that with the New 

Year and our return to school, weôd have much to talk 

about. 
 

January is a new year and ours begins with conferences 

with our four year old parents.  This is a time for teach-

ing staff to talk about all the positive things happening 

for each child and offering recommendations for the next  

  

 

To Our Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the many expressions of love andcare that we   

received throughout the Christmas season. The cards, gifts, and invitations 

reminded us of how blessed we are to be part of this wonderful community of 

believers. Our prayer for you in the New Year is that you continue to seek 

ways to grow closer to God and to each other as together we do our part to 

help to build the Kingdom of God.   
 

  God bless you and keep you. 
 

 Love, Rev. Dave and Colleen 

  

 1 Marie Prior 

6  Jackie Michaud 

8  Chick Ccomparetto 

15  Janice Holmes 

16  Diane Joseph 

      Linda Versteeg 

19  Janette Young 

29  Doris Perez 

    Joe Braun 

 

We would be happy to include your name on our birthday list.  

Simply call the church office at 860-749-7098 to be included. 
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ELEVATOR UPDATE 
 

Well, weôre underway. Pledges have been made, and more are com-

ing in, and we stand at approximately $190,000. That is 63.3%. 

Praise God! But there is still much to do. The Elevator Taskforce is 

reviewing the construction bids that have been submitted, and will be 

ready to make its recommendations to a special Church Conference 

on January 17 (see related article in this newsletter). We have already 

taken care of the asbestos in the floor tile glue, and now we are ready 

to break ground in the middle of February. We are targeting comple-

tion for August 1. In the meantime, members of the Taskforce are 

continuing to work diligently writing grants and seeking donations 

from the community. Our goal is to reach 100% funding, so that our elevator is paid off in five years (or 

less). Please continue to keep this campaign in your prayers. God has richly blessed us, and continues to be 

at work in our lives and our ministry. 

 

  

I  
 am still constantly amazed: the HUMC Christmas Miracle happened again on December 13.  The  

Cookie Walk and Christmas Tea were an outstanding success.  We had 82 varieties of cookies 

available; the weather was perfect-so the attendance was great; there were enough cookies for eve-

ryone who came and we only had 3 pre-packed boxes of cookies left over as well as some for the Coffee 

Hour on Sunday. 

 The women of this church (and now I hear some husbands are chipping in on the baking fun) really 

rallied around and made the most beautiful assortment of cookies Iôve ever laid my eyes upon.  As I  

announced in church those of you who are not able to make it to the Cookie Walk or Tea, set aside 15 

minutes next year to drop in Fellowship Hall between 10:15 and 10:30 to view all the displayed cookies 

as well as the beautiful Tea set-up that Esta Clarke and her helpers create.  Fellowship Hall is truly a 

winter wonderland on that day.  Note: after 10:30 the FH doors are locked until 11 am. 

 In addition to all the bakers, I want to thank those who helped display the cookies, the runners  

who ran the cookies from the ñprepò room to Fellowship Hall and arranged the trays so beautifully, the 

kitchen help who ended up with ñpruneò fingers from their hands being in the dishwater so long, Betty 

Steele who held open the kitchen door as we ran through the kitchen refilling all the cookie trays, Alice 

Allen and Marie Prior who were the money changers, Rich Prior for his wonderful music during the 2 

hours the Walk and Tea were open to the public, and last but not least to all of you in our church and our 

community who purchased the cookies, and enjoyed some respite and nourishment at the Tea. 

 We made over $2,000 on both, although I donôt have the exact figure at this writing.  Mark your  

calendars for the 2nd Saturday in December 2015!  Our elevator should be operational, and we will now 

have the ñWalkò and the ñTeaò accessible to all who want to attend.  

 Looking forward to another outstanding assortment of ñspecialò Christmas cookies.  The aroma and 

love that wafts out of Fellowship Hall is something that no perfume on Earth can capture! 

Thank You All! 

Linda Borio, Cookie Walk Chairperson 
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HUMC TWELFTH ANNUAL COOKIE WALK  
 

 

Getting ready for the Cookie Sale. 

Ticket Sellers Setting up Lunch. 

 

Christmas Tea and Cookie Walk 

December 13, 2014 

11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

 

This yearôs Christmas Tea and Cookie Walk was by far the most successful we 

have had.  The overwhelming participation of our members is heartwarming, to 

say the least. Seeing Fellowship Hall transformed into an elegant tea room and 

cookie boutique takes my breath away. Thank you to everyone who helped with 

preparing and serving the delicious tea sandwiches and desserts.  So many of our 

guests commented on the presentation and quality of refreshments that I was proud of our team.  When asked how 

we knew how to plan the event I could only say ñleap of faith", and it all comes together  Thank you again for all 

that you do to make this the best Christmas party in town. 

Grace, 
 

Esta Clarke 


