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Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus 

Christ, our mission is 

to make Christian  

Disciples:  

 by using our spiritual 

 gifts; by practicing 

 the means of grace; 

 and by living our 

 faith.               

        

   December at HUMC 
 

December 6, 12, 20, Noontime Service (page 3) 
  

December 7, Bishopôs Day on District (page 4) 
 

December 11, Church Conference (page 4) 
 

December 18, Living Nativity (page 3) 
 

December 14, Christmas Tea/Cookie Walk; 

     Christmas Shoppe (pages 6, 8) 
 

December 24, Worship Service (page 3) 
 

 
 

 

Worship at HUMC 

Sundays at 10 AM  
 

All Children are welcome at our 

Sunday School Classes 

   

  Advent Sermon Series 
 

Have you ever wondered how Mary, Joseph, and others who re-

ceived angelic visits announcing an unexpected birth felt at that 

moment? Well, this Advent season, Rev. Dave will explore these 

questions in a sermon series entitled Do Not Be Afraid.  
 

Join him as we look at the announcements to and the reactions of 

Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph. 
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 Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 

 

I 
t is hard to believe,  

but we will celebrate  

Christmas this month. 

Where has the time gone?  

It seems like we celebrated 

Christmas just last week. A 

lot has happened since then. 

Spring blossomed into  

summer, which gave way 

 to fall. And the dropping of 

the thermometer is reminding us that winter is just around 

the corner, which brings me back to Christmas. 

Iôve been thinking a lot about Christmas lately; about 

how it has changed over the years. I was remembering 

how the girls and I would tramp around in our yard in 

Maine, find the perfect Christmas tree (which always  

gave Charlie Brown a run for his money), cut it down, 

dragged it into the house, and set it up while Colleen 

poured freshly made hot chocolate for her winter warriors. 

Christmas Eve was marked by a plethora of traditions that 

we built up over the years; making fudge, singing carols, 

decorating the tree, and of course, going to the Christmas 

Eve service at church. 

But then our girls grewðmuch too fast it seemedðand 

before long Christmas was just Colleen and Noelle and 

me, as Jacquelyn departed to make her own traditions 

with her husband and family. Then it was Noelleôs turn  

to leave, leaving just Colleen and me. Of course, nothing 

stays the same forever, and just as we began to figure out 

what Christmas would look like for the two of us I 

switched careers and became a pastor. Now I wasnôt  

going to a Christmas Eve service, I was leading the  

service. Out went the old traditions and in came new.  

Of course, those didnôt stay the same for too long, as 

over time I found myself here in Hazardville. The location 

made it possible for Jacquelyn and her family to visit us 

over the holidays and so we were back to celebrating at 

least some part of Christmas with family (complete with  

grandchildren) and even began a new tradition of New 

Yearôs Eve parties, with the grandkids making 

sure we didnôt bail out at 10:30 PM. And now, 

even that tradition will change, as we will  

not be seeing them this Christmas, planning 

instead a joint vacation later in January. 

As I said, I have thought about Christmas, 

and how it changes over the years. But the 

more I thought about it, the more I realized 

that one thing never changesðthe love of God 

that makes it all possible. Isnôt it wonderful 

that no matter what happens in our lives, no 

matter where we find ourselves, no matter how 

close or far away we are from those we love, 

God still so loved the world that He gave us 

His only Son; born of a virgin, delivered in a 

stable, wrapped in swaddling cloths, and laid 

in a manger, for there was no room for him in 

the inn. 

I pray a joyous advent and Christmas season 

for you, wherever you may be. And I pray that 

it is a time filled with friends and family and 

warm, happy memories. But most of all, I pray 

that you remember that Jesus really is ñthe rea-

son for the seasonò and that, like Godôs love 

for you and me, will never change. 

Grace and peace, and may God richly bless 

you this holiday season. 

   Dave   
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Noontime Services 
Once again this year Hazardville United Methodist Church and the  

United Methodist Church of Enfield are joining together for a very  

special Advent Worship Series. Each Friday during Advent, we will 

have the opportunity to gather at noon for a short service of prayer,  

reflection, and the sacrament of Holy Communion. The service will be 

held at HUMC on December 6 and 13, and at UMCE on December 20. 

As usual, Rev. Williams and Rev. Morgans will lead us in our time of 

worship. All are invited. 
 

 
 

Living Nativity 
 

One of the cherished traditions of Christmas time is the staging of a        

living nativity in the courtyard in front of our church. For one hour   

we  portray the scene at the manger, complete with angels, for the  

enjoyment of those passing by. This year we are hoping to offer this 

gift on Wednesday, December 18, from 7 to 8 PM. There is a sign-

up sheet in Fellowship Hall for those wishing to participate so that we 

have some idea of how many people we will have.  

Come by yourself. Come with a friend. Come with a neighbor.  

Come as a family. But come, and with us adore Him. 
 

 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

Once again there will be two opportunities for you to worship and  

celebrate on Christmas Eve.  At 7 PM we will gather for a service of 

Lessons and Carol with the choir singing and the lighting of candles.  

 At 11 PM we will gather for a more sedate, but no less joyful 

service, which includes the celebration of Holy Communion, as well as 

the lighting of candles.  In a world that is so busy, and a season that 

pulls our attention in so many directions, it is important to remember 

the ñreason for the season.ò  
 

          Join us Christmas Eve as we gather to celebrate  

                            the birth of the Savior in Bethlehem. 
 



4 

   
      December 2013 

 

Church Conference 
Our annual Church Conference will be held on Wednesday,  

December 11, at 7 PM. Our District Superintendent, the Rev. Heidi 

Chamberland, will preside. This is an important meeting in the life  

of our church, as we will approve Lay Speakers, set the pastorôs  

compensation package, and decide on our church leadership for  

the coming year.  We will also look back at what has happened in the 

preceding year, and look forward to what is yet to come. All members 

of the church are encouraged to attend. Heidi will meet with members 

of the Staff Parish Relations Committee at 6 PM. 

 

NO UMW MEETINGS IN DECEMBER OR JANUARY 
 

The UMW wishes to thank Alice Allen for her excellent program on our World 

Thank Offering in November.   
 

We will not have a UMW meeting in either December or January.  Our next  

meeting will be in February, when we will fill Valentine Care Packages for our 

College Students and Military personnel from HUMC.  Please be sure to give  

Rita the correct address for these folks.  You can also notify Isobel Skukowski. 

 

Enjoy this most Holy Season, and have a safe New Year. 

Blessings, 

Linda Borio, UMW President" 

 

Bishop Devadhar at  

   District Meeting 

   December 7, 2013 
 

Once each year our bishop spends a day in our district meeting with clergy and laity, 

sharing his vision and answering our questions.  This year, Bishop Devadhar will be  

in our district on Saturday, December 7, at the United Methodist Church of Enfield.  He  

will be meeting with clergy in the morning, but will expand that meeting to include the  

laity beginning at 1:15 PM.   
 

               This is a wonderful opportunity to meet and talk with our bishop.   

                                                   Hope to see you there. 
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December 

brings 

music 

entire month of December talking about, listening 

to and learning about different kinds of music,  

different instruments and the sounds we hear, as 

well as moving to the different musical patterns.  

Through our music theme, we will also include 

math, writing and art activities.  It will be an  

exciting month for learning! 

         Also, during this month we will host a  

Christmas get-together for our families.  Musical 

selections will be shared and a reception will  

follow.  We invite you to join us as well. 

            Our three-year-old class will be singing on 

December 13 at 11 AM and on December 19 our 

four-year-old classes will sing for their families at 

11 AM. 

          As always we thank you for your kind words, 

your contributions to our school and your support 

and your prayers for the school, the staff, our 

children and their families. 

          May each of you have a wonderful holiday  

Season. . . a season filled with hope and peace  

for all.   

                                        Until next timeéé 

Here Wee Grow!ñ Phyllis Phelan 

T 
hanksgiving is a wonderful time of the year.   

At Here Wee Grow! Thanksgiving was a  

special time to share our thoughts and feelings 

about the season with others. We were all thankful  

for our family members.  The children were asked 

ówhyô they were thankful for their parents/grand-

parents/siblings and these are some of their answers.  

ñMy mommy reads to me.ò ñDaddy plays trucks with 

me and builds with my legos.ò  ñMy sister lets me play 

with her toys.ò  ñMy brother plays soccer with me.ò 

Why are you thankful for your family?  ñBecause I  

just love them and they love meò. We are very  

fortunate at HWG that our children do have the love 

and support of their parents, grandparents, siblings and 

extended family members.  

     With December approaching children are all tuned to 

music and singing and dancing.  We will spend the  

 

HUMC Elf Tree 
 

In December watch for  

the HUMC Elf Tree in  

the Sanctuary. On it will be 

information about individual 

children and their wishes for 

a special Christmas gift.  All 

of the children are students 

who attend school in Enfield.       

 Members of the HUMC congregation will have 

the opportunity to become Christmas elves by taking 

a name and purchasing the gift. All packages should 

be wrapped, labeled and returned to the tree no later 

than December 15. 
 

Become an Elf and put a smile on  

a childôs face on Christmas morning! 
 

 
 

A Very Special Kidsô Time 
 

Hey kids! How would you like everyone to know 

what a special Christmas you had? Well, hereôs 

your chance. On Sunday, December 29, bring 

your  favorite gift that you received this Christ-

mas to church with you. 

Youôll have a chance to 

show it and tell about it 

during the Kidsô Time 

with Rev. Dave.  
 

     Weôll have a lot  

of fun and youôll have a 

chance to share your 

excitement.  
 

      One catch, thoughðit canôt be breathing. 
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Communion Offeringñ Holly Fisher 
 

Most of us have heard about and seen images of the devastation in the  

Philippines following super Typhoon Haiyan.  It caused extensive damage,  

destroying about 41,000 homes, displacing at least 670,000 people, and  

affecting a total of 11.3 million people.  As always, UMCOR (United Methodist 

Committee is Relief) was immediately on the scene.  But they need help for  

their continued relief work.  Please be generous with your December communion 

offering.  All funds will be sent to UMCOR and will be designated for the  

Typhoon Haiyan Emergency Relief Fund. 

 

   Christmas Tea and Cookie 

Walk 

December 14, 2013 

11 AM to 1 PM 
 

Remember to invite your friends and neighbors to 

join us at the 11th annual Christmas Tea and Cookie 

Walk.  Youôll be overwhelmed by the variety and 

amount of Holiday cookies available for purchase.   
 

The elegant Tea Luncheon is an opportunity to relax and enjoy delicious finger sandwiches and sweets  

in community with friends.   Itôs a busy time of year so come and enjoy, and we promise youôll make it 

part of your Christmas season tradition. 
 

We need volunteers on Friday, December 7, to help decorate fellowship hall and prepare the kitchen  

for the goodies that arrive on Saturday; as well as volunteers on Saturday to help serve our guests and 

clean up. 
 

Sandwiches must be assembled at the church so please bring rolls or bread and the ingredients you are  

using to church with you.  Be sure to label them with the ingredients.  Sweets treats need to be small as  

we want to avoid the need for utensils.  
 

Please lend a hand to make our last big fundraiser of the year a success. 
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        Nursing Home Outreach Opportunities 
        

           Because the fourth Tuesday falls on Christmas Eve, our next opportunity  

    to hold our worship service at Evergreen will be Tuesday, January 28,  

    at 11:00 AM. The service lasts approximately one half hour and includes old  

    favorite hymns, prayers, scripture, a very brief message, and the sacrament of  

    Holy Communion. We are always in need of folks to assist in the singing and to  

    just generally greet the residents who come to the service.  
 

 Itôs fun. Itôs easy. And it really does make a difference.  

 Hope to see you there. 

 

Fall Fair and Used Book Sale  
 

Thanks to all of you the Fall Fair and Book Sale was a success.  A BIG 

thank you to all the volunteers. . .2 days of set-up, 2 days of fair, and 

clean-up Sunday afternoon and Monday morning.  A big job well 

done!! 

 Also, thanks to those who made calls, baked, collected books, 

made crafts, made all the awesome soups, yummy jams and pickles -  

without you the tables would have been empty. 

 Once again, the luncheon/kitchen was staffed by our fantastic 

menôs group, and Holly kept them on task!!  Great Lunch - Great Job!! 

 Also, a big thank you to Rita for making all the labels and signs, 

most of them done at the last minute while we set up. 

 Remember, next October will come fast, so put on your thinking 

caps for ideas for nest year. 

 

 

I Scream. . . You Scream. . .We All Scream  

for Ice Cream 
 

Did you know that once a month, member of HUMC gather together to celebrate  

all   of that monthôs birthdays? And they do it in style; with ice cream! Join us on  

Wednesday, December 11, 2 PM, at Friendlyôs as we indulge in some ñcoolò  

celebration.  

       It doesnôt have to be your birthday month to enjoy the fellowship and the delicious 

dairy delights. So come, join the party. The more the merrier.  
 

For more information, see Doris Mack. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS1QdB1PQSEAM1CjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11vjlsjth/EXP=1327359184/**http%3a/www.marysvillefwbchurch.org/%3fp=821
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    In conjunction with the Cookie Walk and Christmas Tea on Saturday, December 14,  

  there will be an opportunity for you to do your Christmas shopping at the church.  We are 

  holding our fourth annual ñChristmas Shoppeò in the Yates room on that date and will be  

  selling handcrafted items  and Christmas crafts and decorations.   
 

   If you have any new or gently used Christmas items to donate please bring them to the  

   church prior to December 11 and place them in the Yates Room.   
 

                    Questions?  Call Colleen Williams at 860-749-9595. 

 

HUMC 11th ANNUAL COOKIE WALK 

DECEMBER 14, 2013 

11:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. 
 

Can you believe this is our ñeleventhò annual cookie walk coming up in  

December?  I can hardly believe it myself.  We now are very well known 

in the community as having the ñvery best cookie walkò in the area.  I  

believe the secret to our success is all of you baking those dozens of  

cookies, with such a great variety.  Last year we had more than 80 different 

varieties of cookies available. 
 

 If you baked your 4-5 dozen cookies in November, and tucked them into a freezer, youôre all set.  

However, you still have a bit of time to get your cookies baked prior to the December 14.. As in the past,  

we ask for ñSpecialò cookies.  There are always plenty of chocolate chip and peanut blossoms, which we 

need, but the cookies most sought after are the ñSpecialò cookies.  Those are unique recipes, cookies that 

appear only around the holidays, decorated cookies, cookies that catch your eye. You can bake the cookies 

for the church, put them in a Ziploc bag, seal tightly and either place in your own freezer, or utilize the 

churchôs freezers in the kitchen.  Remember to mark the type of cookie on each bag. 
 

 As you bake your cookies, please remember to label them with the name of the cookie, as well as  

ingredients that would include nuts, almond flavoring (or any other nut flavoring), etc.  Gluten free cookies 

are always welcome as well.  We donôt have a large demand for gluten free, but several different types of 

gluten free cookies will allow the purchaser some variety. 
 

 Please feel free to call or email me (860-749-6727 or LDB505@aol.com) if you have any questions.  

The more bakers we have, the more cookies we are able to offer on the day of the sale.  Believe it or not,  

85-90% of the cookies are sold within the first 45 minutes of the sale.  The doors donôt open until 11 AM  

and the sale ends at 1:00 PM.  And usually by 1:00 PM the pickinsô are slim! 
 

 Iôm looking forward to our ñChristmas Miracleò on December 14.  I never know who is baking, or 

how many cookies will be coming in, but you folks would turn any Grinch into a believer!  Each year I am  

astonished at the outpouring of cookies, and the love that is baked into them. 
 

 As noted elsewhere in this issue of Steeple Tidings, the Christmas Tea also begins at 11:00 AM.  Esta 

Clarke needs help setting up and cleaning up.  I have enough women to help with the Cookie Walk, so if you 

are available to help out on Saturday morning, please call Esta.  

       Blessings, 

       Linda Borio, Chairperson: HUMC Cookie Walk 

mailto:LDB505@aol.com
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Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas  

to the families of HUMC from the scouts and families of Troop 108! 
 

 

It is hard to believe that 2013 is almost over and that holidays are around the 

corner! Troop 108 extends our best wishes and holiday greetings to the fami-

lies of the HUMC and our sincerest thanks for all that you do to support our 

troop! 
 

November was another great month for the troop.  The scouts participated in 

a Search & Rescue (S&R) exercise at Camp Workcoeman to earn the merit 

badge.  A professional S&R team conducted a live exercise complete with 

search dogs looking for ñlost adultsò. We also hosted several Webelos 

Scouts from Pack 108 as they prepare to crossover to a Scout Troop. They participated in the S&R drill as 

well as completing some skills in the afternoon.  
 

And a camping trip in November would not be complete without our traditional Thanksgiving Dinner 

served in the field complete with all the fixings! As one scout was overheard saying ï ñitôs just as good as 

Momôs home cookingò! 
 

We also will meet on Friday November 29th for either a Hike or to perform Community Service.  The senior 

boy leaders will decide which event will take place and I will provide details after the event concludes in 

next monthôs Steeple Tidings. 
 

The troop is ready to host several Webelos Scouts from Packs around town as they prepare to Crossover 

into a Boy Scout Troop. If you know of a young man who is at least 11 years old or in the 5th grade that 

would like to give Scouting a try, please have them contact Larry Juhasz, Scoutmaster, at cttroop108scout-

master@gmail.com to visit Troop 108 on any Wednesday night that we have our meetings and learn more 

about all the great adventures and ñcool stuffò we do.   
 

Decemberôs campout will be our traditional Video Games overnighter.  The scouts will also participate in 

the Wreaths across America Ceremony and an after-hours activity which has yet to be determined. This 

campout rewards the scouts for their hard work on Scouting Skills. In addition, the Game Design Merit 

Badge (new this year) will be offered. The troop invites the HUMC Families to join us on Saturday Decem-

ber 14, 2013 for the wreath laying ceremonies at St. Patrickôs Cemetery on Enfield Street. 
 

The troop will also be participating in the HUMC annual Cookie Walk in December.  This is a great fund-

raiser for the HUMC and our troop eagerly looks forward to participating and enjoying the many varieties 

of cookies offered. 
 

Our final Scout Meeting for 2013 will be on December 18th which is the annual Troop 108 Christmas Party. 

Scouts and their families will gather to share the joy and fellowship of the evening.  The traditional ñLefty ï 

Rightyò Christmas story involving gifts will be read again this year. 
 

With the New Year fast approaching it signals that the troop will have even more fun and adventures in 

2014. In January we will celebrate our 76th year of Chartered Membership with the Boy Scouts and also our  
 

See Troop - Page 10. 

  

Troop 108ñ Scott Vujs 

mailto:cttroop108scoutmaster@gmail.com
mailto:cttroop108scoutmaster@gmail.com
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Beautiful Music 
 

Begin the holiday season with some beautiful music!!  The  Enfield 

Community Chorus presents its  

37th Annual Christmas Concert 

Saturday, December 7 at 7 PM 

Sunday, December 8 at 4 PM 

HUMC Sanctuary 
Hear some fun popular holiday music, followed by our traditional  

cantata.  The director is Juliane LaRocca, accompanist is Jonathan 

OôBrien and narrators are Phyllis and Tom Phelan. 
 

No tickets or reservations are needed, but a free-will offering will be taken to help with expenses. 
 

Donations of non perishable food for the Enfield Food Shelf will also be accepted.  Because of the sellout 

crowds, we could use some help this year.  We need several ushers, women to help serve refreshments (1 PM 

on Sunday and 3 PM on Saturday) and would appreciate donations of finger foods.  Anything you can do to 

help will be greatly appreciated. 

 Hope to see you there! 

Joyce Young, President, ECC 

 

I  want to thank all my friends at HUMC for the Get Well cards, thoughts  

and prayers. As I read them, they brought tears to my eyes and smiles to 

 my face. When Marie and Rich Prior brought me the Prayer Shawl I was  

overwhelmed with he warmth and comfort it gave me. I would like to thank  

the ladies who made it.   

     Your thoughts and prayers helped speed my recovery.  

                                                              Thank you.. . .Love to all,  

                                                                     Ralph Stanzione    

76 year association of proud sponsorship by the HUMC! I will detail some of the  

activities planned for 2014 in next monthôs edition of the Steeple Tidings. 
 

Until the next Steeple Tidings Troop 108 is signaling ñAll Clearò and signing off.  
 

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to all! 
 

Troop 108 THANKS the HUMC for its continued support of our troop! 

Troop ñ continued 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX7edMZOdywAIsSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dchristmas%2Bconcert%2Bclipart%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26b%3D31%26tab%3Dorga



