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Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus 

Christ, our mission is 

to make Christian  

Disciples:  

 by using our spiritual 

 gifts; by practicing 

 the means of grace; 

 and by living our 

 faith. 

              
  

 

 

 

 

December 6, Annual Conference (page 6) 
 

December 8, Christmas Tea and 

             Cookie Walk (page 5) 

                      Christmas Shoppe (page 6) 

                Meet Bishop Devadhar (page 8) 
 

December 14, 7, 21, Noontime Services (page 3)  
 

December 18, Living Nativity (page 3) 
 

December 23, Childrenôs Pageant (page 4) 
 

December 24, Christmas Eve Services (page 3)  

 

Worship at HUMC 

Sundays at 10 AM  
 

All Children are welcome at our 

Sunday School classes 

 

 

W hen you were a child, the hardest part of Advent was the waiting. It seemed like Christmas would never get here. Imagine how the 

prophets of old must have felt. Their wait was not measured in hours or 

days, but in decades and centuries. This year we will try to experience 

Advent through the eyes of the prophets.  

 Join Rev. Dave on Sunday mornings for a special Advent sermon 

series entitled, ñWaiting and Watching: The Prophets Cry Out.ò  

 During our journey we will explore the Promise, the Preparation, 

and the Salvation of Christmas. 
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I  
 donôt think I will ever    

forget a conversation I had 

with one of the residents at 

Kingswood, the retirement facility 

where Colleen and I worked as 

chaplains during our stay in 

Kansas City. We had found our 

way there by the kind hand of 

God. When we arrived in 

Kansas City we really didnôt 

know where we were going  

to live or how this whole   

seminary thing was going to 

play out. We knew we would need a ministry setting (it 

was a school requirement), but where and how that  

would come about we had no idea. Well, luckily for us, 

God had an idea. A beautiful house just happened to    

become available the weekend we arrived to do our  

house hunting, and it was owned by Kingswood. Well,  

we rented that house (and lived in it the entire time we 

were in KC). Because of where that house was located    

we discovered a wonderful church that nurtured us, and 

helped prepare me to become a minister. That house, and 

our relationship with Kingswood, also opened the door 

for Colleen, who has always felt a call to be in ministry 

with senior citizens. It turns out they were looking for 

someone to assist the chaplain in the Pastoral Care       

department. That someone turned out to be Colleen.   

Over time, she became the chaplain, and I ended up     

being her assistant.  It was truly an answer to pray. 

And that is where the conversation comes in. As the 

resident and I were talking one day she commented about 

how Colleen and I were an answer to their prayers. That 

really stopped me in my tracks. We were an answer to 

their prayers? I thought they were an answer to ours. At 

that moment I realized just how amazing God is every-

day; often in ways we donôt even think about. Imagine, 

answering our prayers and using us to answer the prayers 

of others all in one neat, tidy package. It got me thinking, 

and helped me to start looking for ways that God does 

even more than what we ask. 

 

 

I see it all of the time now. Right here at 

HUMC we are blessed with that kind of double 

blessing. There is a woman among us who has 

a gift of music. In her younger days she was 

able to use that gift to Godôs glory in countless 

ways, but as time has progressed those oppor-

tunities have become less frequent. But then 

God opened up the door for one of those in-

credible double blessings. We needed a pianist 

for our nursing home worship services. Boy, 

has she been the answer to our prayer. And yet, 

the service itself is the answer to her prayer; 

allowing her one more opportunity to offer her 

God-given gifts in service to others. God used 

our need to answer her prayer, and in answer-

ing her prayer answered ours.  

     There is nothing new about this, of course. 

God has been in the blessing business since 

there have been people to walk the face of the 

earth. This time of year one of those blessings 

comes to mind quite quickly. Out in the field 

there were shepherds, watching over their 

flocks. In their day shepherds were nothing; 

they were nobodies. Iôm sure that among    

their many prayers was the plea for God to 

give them some purpose; some mission; some 

reason for being. After all, who doesnôt like to 

be useful, especially to God? At the same time, 

there was a world living in darkness; without 

hope, without promise, without love. And so 

God decided to answer both prayers in one 

dramatic moment, for suddenly there was a 

host of angels singing and announcing to the 

shepherds the good news 

of a great joy that had 

come to all the world.   

For on that day Christ the 

Savior was born. And so   

a sign was given, and the 

shepherds hurried off to  
 

See Thoughtsðpage 3. 

 Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 
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Bethlehem, and hope was born, and love became flesh and dwelt among us. In that moment the shepherds found 

their purpose; to return to their fields and sing the praises of God to everyone they met. In that moment the 

world found its hope; for the Savior of the World was born. 

 God is truly in the blessing business, answering our prayers even as he uses that answer and us to be the 

answer to other folksô prayers. So it has always been. So it will always be. As you gather around the manger   

this Christmas, may you be aware of the blessings that God has poured out on you and yours, and may you be 

aware of the opportunities He gives you to be a blessing to others. May you truly have a wonderful and blessed 

Christmas. 

                                                       Dave   

Thoughts ñcontinued 

Noontime Services 
Once again this year Hazardville United Methodist Church and the United 

Methodist Church of Enfield are joining together for a very special Advent 

Worship Series. Each Friday during Advent, we will have the opportunity to 

gather at noon for a short service of prayer, reflection, and the sacrament of 

Holy Communion. The service will be held at UMCE November 30 and     

December 14, and at HUMC on December 7 and 21.  Both Rev. Williams 

and Rev. Morgans will lead us in our time of worship. All are invited. 
 

Living Nativity 
 

One of the cherished traditions of Christmas time is the staging of a        

living nativity in the courtyard in front of our church. For one hour we  

portray  the scene at the manger, complete with angels, for the enjoyment 

of those passing by. This year we are hoping to offer this gift twice, on 

Tuesday, December 18, and then again on Wednesday, December 19. 

Both nativities will take place from 7 to 8 PM. There is a sign-up sheet in 

the Fellowship Hall for those wishing to participate so that we have some 

idea of how many people we will have.  

Come by yourself. Come with a friend. Come with a neighbor.  

Come as a family. But come, and with us adore Him. 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

Once again there will be two opportunities for you to worship and celebrate 

on Christmas Eve.  At 7 PM we will gather for a service of music and  

celebration, with the choir sharing ñA Musical Celebration of Lessons    

and Carols,ò the lighting of candles and perhaps a surprise or two.  

 At 11 PM we will gather for a service of singing and scripture,      

celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion and lighting the candles that 

reminds us of the light that was born into the world on that night so long 

ago. In a world that is so busy, and a season that pulls our attention in so 

many directions, it is important to remember the ñreason for the season.ò  

          Join us Christmas Eve as we gather to celebrate  

                            the birth of the Savior in Bethlehem. 
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Communion Offeringñ Holly Fisher 

HUMC Elf Tree 
 

In December watch for 

the HUMC Elf Tree in 

the Sanctuary. On it will 

be information about   

individual children and 

their wishes for a special 

Christmas gift.  All of the 

children are students who 

attend school in Enfield.  

Members of the HUMC congregation will have the 

opportunity to become Christmas elves by taking a 

name and purchasing the gift. All packages should be 

wrapped, labeled and returned to the tree no later 

than December 16. 

Become an Elf and put a smile on  

a childôs face on Christmas morning! 

 

Most of us weathered the most recent storms with only minor inconveniences.  But 

others in southern Connecticut, New York and New Jersey were not as fortunate.   
 

As usual, UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) was, and continues to be, 

there to help. The monies we collect will be earmarked to UMCOR US Disaster Re-

sponse, Hurricanes 2012. Although the storms occurred about a month ago, help is 

still greatly needed. 
 

ñAnd even the swiftest flood waters could not 

wash away these ties that bind life to life, 

love to love, soul to soul.ò   By Richard L 

Children's Christmas Pageant 
  

On December 23, the Sunday School classes  

will perform their annual Christmas Pageant.      

It promises, as usual, to be a spiritually uplifting 

performance that reminds us not only how       

precious the holy babe in the manger is, but    

how precious our own children are. Our newly 

formed (and very talented) 4th-6th grade chime 

choir will be performing a carol for us, the    

choir will enrich our souls with their gift of     

music (as they do every week) and we might 

even throw in a little bit of fun with a song    

from the Jack Duga trio. 
 

We hope that the whole congregation turns out  

on December 23 to share in the joy of the season. 

Trinity Covenant Church of Manchester is presenting their 28th annual Christmas    

musical, Tidings of GREAT JOY, featuring mass choir, drama, and pageantry       

with members of the Manchester Symphony Orchestra, bagpipes and bells. The      

perform-ances will be held at RHAM High School Auditorium, 85 Wall St., Hebron, 

CT, on the following days and times: 

Thursday, December 13, 7:30 PM 

Friday, December 14, 7:30 PM 

Saturday, December 15 (2 and 7:30 PM)   

   Sunday, December 16 (2 and 7:30PM)  

Admission is free, and Complimentary tickets are available at Trinity, at selected  

Manchester locations, or you can speak with Sandy Butcher. 
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LAST MINUTE REMINDER 

Start the Christmas season with some beautiful music when the  

Enfield Community Chorus presents its  

36th Annual Christmas Concert 

Saturday, December 1ð7 PM 

Sunday, December 2, 4 PM 

The 50 member group will present some fun holiday songs,  

along with their traditional cantata. 
 

No tickets or reservations are needed, but a free-will offering will 

be taken.   
 

Refreshments will be served following the concert in Fellowship Hall.  Julie LaRocca will direct, Jonathan 

OôBrien will accompany and Elaine Folkers will narrate.       Hope to see you there! 

 

Christmas Tea and Cookie Walk 

December 8, 2012 

11 AM to 1 PM 
 

Remember to invite your friends and neighbors to join us at the 10th annual Christmas Tea and Cookie 

Walk.  Youôll be overwhelmed by the variety and amount of Holiday cookies available for purchase.  

The elegant Tea Luncheon is an opportunity to relax and enjoy delicious finger sandwiches and sweets 

in community with friends.   Itôs a busy time of year so come and enjoy, and we promise youôll make it 

part of your Christmas season tradition. 
 

We need volunteers on Friday, December 7, to help decorate fellowship hall and prepare the kitchen for 

the goodies that arrive on Saturday; as well as volunteers on Saturday to help serve our guests and clean 

up. 
 

Sandwiches can be made at home or brought in and assembled at the church.  Be sure to label them with 

the ingredients.  Sweets treats need to be small as we want to avoid the need for utensils.  
 

Please lend a hand to make our last big fundraiser of the year a success. 

 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX7edMZOdywAIsSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dchristmas%2Bconcert%2Bclipart%26n%3D30%26ei%3Dutf-8%26b%3D31%26tab%3Dorga
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A Very Special Kidsô Time 
 

Hey kids! How would you like everyone to know what a special Christmas 

you had? Well, hereôs your chance. On Sunday, December 30, bring your  

favorite gift that you received this Christmas to church with you. Youôll have 

a chance to show it and tell about it during the Kidsô Time with Rev. Dave. 

Weôll have a lot of fun and youôll have a chance to share your excitement.  

One catch, thoughðit canôt be breathing. 

                                                               HUMC Christmas Shoppe 
 

  In conjunction with the Cookie Walk and Christmas Tea on Saturday, December 8, there will  

      once again be an opportunity for you to do your Christmas shopping at the church. We are  

         holding our third annual ñChristmas Shoppeò in the Yates Room on that date and will be  

   selling handcrafted items and Christmas crafts and decorations.  
 

    If you have any handcrafted items or new or gently-used Christmas items to donate 

      please bring them to the church prior to December 5 and place them in the Yates Room.  
 

     Questions? Call Colleen Williams at 860-749-9595. 

 

Church Conference 
Our annual Church Conference, which was postponed due to         

Hurricane Sandy, has been rescheduled for Thursday, December 6,   

at 7 PM. Our District Superintendent, the Rev. Heidi Chamberland, 

will preside. This is an important meeting in the life of our church,     

as we will approve Lay Speakers, set the pastorôs compensation   

package, and decide on our church leadership for the coming year.  

We will also look back at what has happened in the preceding year, 

and look forward to what is yet to come. All members of the church 

are encouraged to attend. Heidi will meet with members of the Staff 

Parish Relations Committee at 6 PM. 

 

 

Nursing Home Outreach Opportunities 
 

Because of the Thanksgiving holiday and Rev. Daveôs vacation, we will         

not be going to Evergreen this month for our regular worship service.  

The next time we will be offering a worship service at Evergreen  

Nursing and Rehab Center will be on Tuesday, January 22, 2013,          

at 11 AM. 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS1QdB1PQSEAM1CjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=11vjlsjth/EXP=1327359184/**http%3a/www.marysvillefwbchurch.org/%3fp=821


7 

   
DECEMBER 2012 

 

Happy Holidays 

from 

HWG 

We have just completed our Thanksgiving holidays 

and Here Wee Grow! Preschool has much to be 

thankful for. Our Celebration Bags were a huge hit 

among HWG children and parents. Our mission      

project helped our children learn to think of others. 

One of my three-year-olds was trying to understand 

why children go hungry. 

    ñWhy donôt they have a birthday cake? Why doesnôt 

their mommy bake one for them?ò  It is sometimes 

hard for adults to answer their questions. We talked 

with the children about sharing what we have with  

others and how it helps them. I explained that the   

generosity of their own parents/grandparents and 

members of  our church family allowed children in our 

community to have a regular birthday experience. 

Things seem right with the world for one little child 

asking ñwhy?ò 

 Thank you for your help with this project. Finding 

ways to help young children participate in mission is 

not always easy.  They need to understand why we do 

this.  What is the purpose, and where the need is.   

They have to see the outcome. The ócelebration bagsô 

contained all the ingredients a family would need to 

make a birthday cake and celebrate a special day.    

 We had fun óshopping.ô  We found the right kind of 

cake mix, topped it off with the perfect frosting, 

checked out the plates, napkins, etc., and 

found the perfect candles. It was fun and 

enjoyable for all of us!  Many thanks to our 

HWG parents for helping us shop. 

     Now thoughts turn to December and our 

concentration this month is on pre-reading 

skills.  Weôll rhyme and create our own 

rhyming stories. Nursery rhymes and fairy 

tales will be read and shared with the clas-

ses.  Activities for art, science and math will 

use the nursery rhymes we all love as a base 

for our learning activities. 

 Toward the end of the month weôll host a 

holiday party for our families and share with 

them some of our favorite holiday songs as 

well as songs with nursery rhyme themes.  It 

should be a fun time for all. 

 Here Wee Grow! needs to move forward 

in order to meet the ever-changing needs    

of its parents. We will need to determine      

in the very near future where we go from 

here.  Every day is a new opportunity for 

greatness.  I expect great things to come 

soon to HWG!  We ask for your continued 

support and, most important, your prayers 

for the children and families we serve, the 

teachers we employ and the HWG Board of 

Directors 
 

Have a very Merry Christmas  

and Pray for Peace  
 

                                 Until next timeéé 

 

Here Wee Grow!ñ Phyllis Phelan 

 

 

 

The Here Wee Grow! Preschool parent group's third annual Barnes and 

Noble fundraiser is here! We will be joining together at the bookstore on 

Monday, December 10, from 5:30 to 7:30 PM for seasonal crafts and  

stories. During this time a portion of any sales in the store or cafe will be 

donated to HWG! Gift cards are not included. You just need to provide   

the cashier with the voucher number 10934537. And don't worry if you can 

make it on Monday because this fundraiser lasts all week until Friday, December 14. You can also make your 

purchases online. Thank you for your continued support. You really make a difference!  
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November 13th was the final program of the year for United Methodist Women.  

Hopefully, you were able to attend this meeting.  We listened and spoke with 

four wonderful Military women. . . two still on active duty and two who have 

retired to civilian life.   

 We do not meet in December since HUMC has the Community Chorus 

the first weekend, and the Christmas Tea/Cookie Walk/Christmas Shoppe the 

second Saturday in December.  So enjoy the HUMC activities, as well as trying 

to grab a minute of rest and relaxation prior to the celebration of our Lord Jesus Christ on the 25th.  Neither do 

we meet in January, since the weather could be a problem for many folks.  Therefore . . . our next meeting will 

be held February 8 at 11:00 AM.  We will be putting together our annual Valentine Care Packages for all    

college students and military; as well as Valentine Cards to those members of HUMC who are unable to get 

out during the winter months. Please remember to bring a sack lunch to this meeting; coffee/tea and dessert 

will be provided. 

 For those of you who have college students or military men/women, please make sure we have their    

correct address.  The address in the bulletin is what is used, so if that address is incorrect, then the package 

simply doesnôt get to the recipient even though postage has been paid.  Please notify Isobel Skukowski with 

any additional folks, or changes in address. 

 With this meeting in mind, we are requesting items for the care packages (the college and military seem 

to enjoy ñsnacksò. . .microwave popcorn, candy, gum,  packages of cookies, granola bars, etc.).  There will be 

a marked box available for donations in the library.  We also gratefully accept monetary donations to cover the 

cost of mailing out these packages.  The USPS doesnôt give us a ñbreakò for our good deeds!! 
 

We hope to have the 2013 program booklets available at the February meeting. 
 

See you in February and have a joyous Christmas celebration and a safe New Yearôs. 

United Methodist Womenñ Linda Borio 

Meet & Greet 

Rev. Sudarshana Devadhar 

Saturday, December 8, 2012 

1:30ð3:30 PM 

Rockville United Methodist Church 
 

You are invited to come meet our new bishop! Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

is anxious to meet the clergy and laity of the New England Annual Confer-

ence and will be holding a series of ñMeet and Greetò sessions throughout the   

conference. These "meet and greets" are an opportunity to share your hopes, 

dreams and visions for our church and to get to know Bishop Devadhar better through informal dialogue. Bishop 

Devadhar will be in the Connecticut/Western Massachusetts District on Saturday, December 8, at the Rockville 

United Methodist Church and will be meeting with laity and clergy from 1:30-3:30 PM.  
 

For more information check out the conference web page (neumc.org) or speak with Rev. Dave. 
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Kids-4-Mission 

Mount Mitten 
 

Itôs getting cold outside, and you and I are bundling up to keep 

warm.  Do you remember how cold we were last year at this time 

when we were without heat or electricity.  Imagine living that way.  

During our last Kids-4-Mission meeting we held ice cubes to see 

how it would feel to be outside in cold weather and not have any 

hats, mittens or scarves to keep us warm.  Most of us decided we 

would not like it at all. We also talked about how it would make us 

feel if Mom, Dad or our grandparents could not afford to buy us 

something to keep us warm.  We thought we would be sad. 

 

We decided to help out by building Mount Mitten to send to our 

friends at Cooper Community Center.  Please help our mountain grow by donating handmade, purchased or 

gently used hats, gloves, mittens or scarves.  Look for our mountain in the rear of the church. 
 

The Hattie B. Cooper community Center has served Greater Roxbury and its surrounding neighborhoods  

for nearly 100 years.  The  programs address the needs of children and their families living in Roxbury,  

Dorchester and Jamaica Plains.  Most of the families are either low income and/or single parents.  Cooper 

is located in the heart of the highest concentration of public housing in Massachusetts with fewer resources 

available than in other parts of the city. 
 

According to a recent census, lower Roxbury is approximately 70% African-American, 20% Hispanic, 7% 

Caucasian, and 2% Asian.  The neighborhood is unusually youthful. . .more than 33% of the population is 

under the age of 18 with 14% under the age of 10.  Almost 20% of the babies are born to teen mothers.  This 

area is among Bostonôs poorest, with a mean household income of less than $20,000.  Of working families, 

66% earn less than $20,000 per year with 37% living in poverty.  Low cost, year round childcare is critical to 

this neighborhood. 
 

Cooper provides a nursery school, after school care, has a program for learning job skills and a program for 

seniors as well, so all sizes of hats, mittens and scarves are welcome. 

 

 

 

To that wonderful volunteer production staffé 

     Heartfelt thanks to the gracious, considerate production staff whose  

nimble fingers made short work of our October issue of Steeple Tidings . . .  

           Nancy Dyer, Gerry Berozsky and Linda Versteeg 

with special thanks to Don Niemann for all his support and help. 
 

                Where would we be without volunteers??? 


