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Worship with us Sundays at 10 AM, 

  Sunday School  before worship 9AM service.   

All are Welcome!! 
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Seek the Lord and his strength, seek his presence 
continually. (1 Chronicles 16:11) 

One of the last Coffee 

Hours with Lety Sim!  

She has moved to Hou-

ston to be near Robert 

and his family.  Every-

one of us adds to the 

Family and whenever 

one of us leaves a hole 

appears.  I am happy for 

her new adventures and 

thankful for the time we 

had!  God Bless Letyõs 

travels!  
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Some Thoughts from Me ñRev. Dave 

those lies, discover 
them for what they 
are and turn back 
to the light before 
the damage is too 
great. By ourselves 
life can seem overwhelming no matter 
how strong a faith we profess to have. 
Together we have the hope that comes 
from knowing that we do not stand 
alone. And lately I have come to really 
appreciate and understand that last 
point. 

As I write this I am sitting in an ICU 
room in the Yale New Haven Health 
Center. It has become my home for more 
than two weeks. Every day I sit and 
watch my wife lying in a bed, and I pray 
for some sign that she is still with me. I 
celebrate little things like the movement 
of a finger, the squeeze of a hand, or a 
blink of an eye. And every day I feel the 
strength that comes from the power of 
prayerñyour prayers. Every day I open 
cards and notes and read them to 
Colleen; cards that come from you. And 
every day I am reminded that she and I 
are not walking this long, dark journey 

alone. We are surrounded by a mighty 
cloud of witnessesñthe Hazardville 
United Methodist Church. 

Why do we need church? We need it 
because the dark days will come. The 
test results come 

òAnd let us consider how to provoke one 

another to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting 

to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching.ó (Hebrews 

10:24-25) 
I often hear someone say, òI can worship 

God just as well at home, or on the beach, or 
somewhere else. What do I need church for?ó 
And my answer is always the same. Yes, you 
can worship God just as well at home, or on 
the beach, or somewhere else. You donõt need 
church for that. But you do need church. 
Why? Because church is a gift from God (or 
should be, anyway). It is a means by which 
Godõs grace flows to Godõs children. It is a 
fountain of hope, a river of encouragement, a 
mirror for self-examination, and a source of 
unlimited strength. Church makes a 
difference, not in how we worship (you really 
donõt need me on Sunday to effectively 
worship God, although please donõt tell that 
to SPRC J), but in how we experience and live 
out our faith. 

Church is one place where we should, and 
hopefully do, hold each other accountable. It 
is that place where what we claim to believe 
is examined by those who know us best, and 
where we can be lovingly guided back to the 
path of righteousness when we begin to stray. 
By ourselves we are easy prey for our enemyõs 
lies and distortions. Together we can test 

Continued on Page 4 
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In the Financial Report of  the M. E. Church at Hazardville CT covering the time be-

tween Nov. 12, 1865 and March 3, 1866 there was a receipt in the amount of  $3.50 for 

ôdamage on church by explosionõ. 

Some quick research of  the Hazard Powder Co.  states that there was an explosion on 

12/22/65 when a mixing mill exploded and Wm Fahey was killed.  The record doesnõt 

explain who made the payment to the church.   

Other expenditures in that report included $14.92 for repairs on the parsonage.  (Note: 

The parsonage mentioned herein is the charcoal grey house just east of  the old church 

building and which is now for sale.  It was built by the church in 1848.)   

 Also  paid was Insurance on church for one year on $1,500 of  $7.50  

and $28.16 paid to ôsundry partiesõ for wood.  Alice Godard Allen, Historian HUMC 

The History Corner  

Until a health issue happens to you, you may not realize how 

supportive our congregation is.  I have been extremely blessed 

by all of  you for the many cards and emails you have sent to 

me.  I have all of  your cards on my mantle, which is a 

constant reminder that I have an army of  prayer warriors 

praying for me.  òManõsó medicine may have limits, but thatõs 

where Godõs healing power and your prayers take over.  Many of you have said you 

are praying for me every day; for that I am truly grateful. 

I have just completed my second chemo treatment, so now I 

have about 10 days of  chemo-free time until the next treatment.  

Obviously, Iõm nowhere near my pre-cancer condition, but I 

now look for incremental improvements, which I have begun to 

see and feel. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your past and continuing 

prayers for me and Linda. 

Dick Borio      
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back with bad news, the marriage fails, the job disappears, our children drift away, our hopes 
and dreams are shattered. Everyday life throws us a curve, and it is always God, using the 
power of Godõs people, that enables us to get through. Church is about family. It is about 
being there for each other. It is holding each other in prayer even as we hold each other to 
Godõs higher standard. Church is about love; a love that defies description but can move 
mountains of fear and despair. 

I am blessed to be the pastor of this church, but more than 
that I am blessed to be a part of this family of God called 
Hazardville United Methodist. Your prayers have literally 
carried me through the darkest and most terrifying days I 
have ever known. Your prayers have given hope when only 
dark thoughts clouded my view. Your prayers have given me 
the strength to sit in this room, day in and day out, and know 
that in the end Colleen will be victorious. Your prayers have 
reminded me that church is not about what we do on Sunday 
morning; it is about what we do and how we are in each 
otherõs life day in and day out. 
I thank you for your love and prayers. Please keep them 

coming. More importantly, keep on being the church of God 

by sharing the love of Jesus Christ with each other and the 

world. 

 

     Dave  

Thoughtsñcontinued 

Summer Office Hours  
Beginning June 26 and lasting through Labor Day the office will be 
operating under a Summer Schedule. During this time the office will 
be closed on Mondays. Regular hours (8:30 -12) will be open Tuesday 

thru Friday.  
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Nursing Home Outreach Opportunities 
On Tuesday, June 26, we will take our worship service to the 
folks at Evergreen Nursing Home. The service begins at 11 a.m. 
and last about ½ hour. The service will include old favorite 
hymns, prayers, scripture, a very brief  message, and the sacra-
ment of  Holy Communion. We are always in need of  folks to as-
sist in the singing to just generally greet the residents who come 
to the service. Itõs fun. Itõs easy. And it really does make a differ-
ence. Please note that due to Vacation Bible School we will not 
be doing this service in July. 

The shut-in visitation box will be kept in the Fellowship Hall. Simply 

take a shut-inõs card, give them a call, and make a visit. Jot down a quick 

note on the card with the date of  the visit and return the card the next 

time you are at the church. For folk in the hospital or nursing home, 

they will be listed in the bulletin each Sunday. Just stop by and say hello. 

Caring for the body of  Christ is the responsibility of  all of  us, not just 

the pastor.  Our shut-ins, our hospital bound, and their families will be 

grateful. More importantly, you will be blessed for the effort. 
Visitation Opportunities 

It is no secret that The United 

Methodist Church has been 

deeply divided over the issue of 

human sexuality. At the 2016 

General Conference the Council of Bishops (COB) was tasked with developing 

a òWay Forwardó which would be presented at a special General Conference 

session in 2019. The COB has developed their recommendations which have 

sparked considerable comment and debate. On July 8, Rev. Dave will present 

the Bishopõs report to the congregation after church and field questions. The 

goal will be simply sharing information that has a profound impact on the fu-

ture of The United Methodist Church. Please watch the bulletin and your e -mail 

for more information as Daveõs schedule is tentative until Colleenõs status be-

comes clearer.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+free+images+steeple&view=detailv2&&id=BB720C7A64137819686DA08F6A8C0E4F570BE043&selectedIndex=0&ccid=P4wM%2fDe8&simid=608044293805837270&thid=OIP.M3f8c0cfc37bcb79df3efcebd591f0f8aH0


6 

   Steeple       Tidings  June/July 2018 

Please be in prayer for the Bishop, the 
Cabinet, and the various lay members and 
clergy attending annual confer-
ence. This is a particularly tense 

time for not only our conference but The United 
Methodist Church as a whole as we process the report 
of the Council of Bishops on òThe Way Forward.ó  

*ÕÎÅ ά ,ÅÅ "ÒÁÕÎ 

*ÕÎÅ ΨΦ *ÁÎÅ #ÌÁÒË 

*ÕÎÅ ΨΧ ,ÉÎÄÁ ,Å#ÌÁÉÒ 

*ÕÎÅ ΨΨ -Ã+ÅÎÚÉÅ !ÎÄÒÅ×Ó 

*ÕÎÅ ΨΪ .ÁÔÅ 7ÅÉÓÅÌ 

*ÕÎÅ Ψέ +ÁÔÈÉÅ +ÅÌÌÅÙ 

*ÕÎÅ Ψί -ÁÒÇÅ !ÖÅÒÙ 

*ÕÎÅ ΩΦ ,ÏÕÉÓÅ "ÁÒÎÅÓ 

From June 14 through June 16, clergy and laity from all 
over New England will be attending Annual Conference 
at the Radisson Hotel in Manchester, NH. This is the 
yearly gathering of  the New England Annual Conference 
where legislation in voted upon, new Elders are ordained, 

and awards presented. It is a time of  deeply moving worship, thought provoking 
discussions, and wonderful fellowship. Because of Colleenõs recent stroke, nei-
ther she nor Rev. Dave will be attending this year, although Deaconess Roberta 
Bragan will be representing us during this time. Please be in prayer for our mem-
bers who will be attending, as well as clergy and laity from all of  the other New 
England churches that the time spent at Conference will serve to glorify God.  
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Prayer Chain: 

Rev. Daveñ860-749-9595  Isobel Skukowskiñ860-7497451   

Church Officeñ860-749-7098   Sue Braunñ860-749-2234  

Linda Borio Nancy Dyer  Jane Clark Doris Mack-Perez Holly Fisher Mary Baum

 Elsie Locke  Sandy Butcher Vernell Sanford Jessica Duga  

Our Entire Church Family 

Illness 

Richard Borio, Diane Chantre, 

Len Chevalier, Mark Chevalier, 

Nat Green, Elsie Locke,   

June Munson,                        

Jim & Gerry Russell,          

Mary Lou Sarno,  

Peg Steinert, Ron Uricchio,  

Colleen Williams,            

Janette Young 

 

Family Illness 

Rich and Marie Prior 

Ted and Linda Riley 

 

Safe Travels 

The Clarkes 

The Skukowskis 

Elaine Folkers 

Tyler Craven 

Tyler Gorman 

Troop 108 

 

Shut-Ins 

Elsie Andrews 

Louise Barnes 

Chick Comparetto 

Diane Hoctor 

Molly Johnson  

Pat Owens 

Ann Stanzione   

Please keep the following in your prayers 

        If you have a name to add or notice a name that is missing 

 please contact Isobel Skukowski or the church office. 
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